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Gold prices rose after hitting a Fre SR 7
. . s
record high last week, driven by

increased demand for safe havens
amid escalating geopolitical tensions,
concerns over tariffs and trade
disputes, and rising expectations of a
Federal Reserve interest rate cut.

Spot gold prices rose 0.1 percent to
$2,986.53 per ounce. The precious
metal had surpassed the $3,000
per ounce barrier at the end of last
week's trading, reaching a record

high of $3,004.86. Meanwhile, US gold futures fell 0.2 percent to

$2,994.60 per ounce.

Source (Al Arabiya.net Website, Edited)

GULF EXPATRIATE WORKERS REMITTANCES $131.5 BILLION... THE

HiGHESt GLOBALLY

A report issued by the Statistical
Center for the Cooperation Council
for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC)
revealed that the total remittances
of expatriate workers in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
reached $131.5 billion by the end of
2023. Remittances from expatriate
workers in the GCC countries are
the highest globally, followed by
remittances from the United States.

Total remittances from expatriate
workers in the GCC countries by the
end of 2023 decreased by about half

a billion US dollars compared to 2022, or 0.4 percent, following
significant increases in 2021 and 2022, by 9.2 percent and 3.8
percent, respectively. The share of these remittances in the Gulf's
GDP (at current prices) declined from 8.1 percent in 2020 to 6
percent in 2022, rising slightly in 2023 to remain at 6.2 percent.
Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

B Four% ExPECTED GROWTH IN ARAB EcoNOMIES THIS YEAR

The Arab Investment and Export
Credit Guarantee Corporation
(Dhaman) revealed that Arab GDP is
expected to grow by 1.8%, exceeding
$3.5 trillion in 2024, despite the
challenges and events witnessed in
the region. This growth is expected to
continue geographically concentrated
in Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt, Iraq,
and Algeria, representing more than
72% of the region's total.

The corporation noted that overall
expectations for Arab economic
performance are positive for 2025,

with an expected growth rate of 4.1%, driven by likely growth
in 14 Arab countries, including nine oil-producing economies
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that alone contribute more than 78% of Arab GDP. This is amid =~ & «lly; o ll bl (e Ll 3 78 (e S Lada g aalus dpdass

cautious optimism about the easing of unrest and conflicts in the
region, and the improvement of revenues from exports of oil, gas,
goods, and services produced by the region.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)
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https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5122489-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC-1315-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%91%D8%A7%D9%8B
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5122489-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC-1315-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%91%D8%A7%D9%8B
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/financial-markets/2025/03/17/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/financial-markets/2025/03/17/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5122477-4-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5122477-4-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A

ANNUAL INfIATION IN SAUDI ARABIA STABILIZES AT 2 PERCENT IN

FEBRUARY

Inflation in Saudi Arabia stabilized at
2 percent year-on-year in February,
for the second consecutive month.
Data released by the General Authority
for Statistics showed a decline in
housing rents, which represent a
significant weight in the inflation
index, and a slowdown in their growth
rate, recording 8.5 percent from 9.7
percent in January. Conversely, the
food and beverages sector, the second
largest group influencing the inflation
rate, grew to 1 percent in February
from 0.8 percent in January. Prices
of various personal goods and services increased by 3.9 percent,
driven by a 26.7 percent rise in the prices of jewelry, watches, and
antiques.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

I Greece's ECONOMY RETURNS TO NORMAL AFTER 15 YEARS

Moody's upgraded Greece's credit
rating, becoming the latest major
rating agency to remove the "junk"
status of government bonds due
to their unsecured nature. This
revocation, which began 15 years ago
during Greece's severe debt crisis,
was considered by Finance Minister
Kostis Hatzidakis to be a "significant"
step toward the end of a major cycle
for the Greek economy and confirms
the country's return to European
normality.

Moody's announced the upgrade of
Greece's credit rating to Baa3 from Baal, stating that the public
finance situation, which had improved more rapidly than expected,
was a key factor in its decision. The agency highlighted the
government's political stance, institutional improvements, and the
stability of the political environment. It expects Greece to continue
achieving large primary surpluses, which will steadily reduce its
high debt burden.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

IMF To AL ArABIYA: EGYPT CoMMITTED TO COMPLETELY

ENDING FUEL SUBSIDIES BY DECEMBER 2025

Moody's upgraded Greece's credit
rating, becoming the latest major
rating agency to remove the "junk"
status of government bonds due
to their unsecured nature. This
revocation, which began 15 years ago
during Greece's severe debt crisis,
was considered by Finance Minister
Kostis Hatzidakis to be a "significant"
step toward the end of a major cycle
for the Greek economy and confirms
the country's return to European
normality.

Moody's announced the upgrade of
Greece's credit rating to Baa3 from Baal, stating that the public
finance situation, which had improved more rapidly than expected,
was a key factor in its decision. The agency highlighted the
government's political stance, institutional improvements, and the
stability of the political environment. It expects Greece to continue
achieving large primary surpluses, which will steadily reduce its
high debt burden.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)
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https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5122180-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-15-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8B
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5122180-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-15-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8B
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5122483-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%AE%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D9%88%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%AF-2-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%81%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5122483-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%AE%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D9%88%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%AF-2-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%81%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/135568/2025/17/03/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B4-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9-2025..-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%81%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/135568/2025/17/03/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B4-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9-2025..-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%81%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/135568/2025/17/03/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B4-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9-2025..-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%81%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA

OMAN'S RANKINGS IMPROVE IN GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS

INDICATORS

The Sultanate of Oman has achieved
remarkable progress in a number of
international indicators. In 2024, it
advanced 20 places in the Corruption
Perceptions Index, ranking 50th
globally out of 180 countries.
According to the National
Competitiveness Office of the Omani
Ministry of Economy, the Sultanate
advanced more than 90 places in
the  Environmental  Performance
Index, ranking 55th globally. It also
advanced four places in the Networked
Readiness Index, ranking 50th out of
133 countries.

According to the office's data, Oman's score in economic freedom
rose from 62.9 points to 65.4 points out of 100.

Source (Al-Arab Newspaper of L.ondon, Edited)

I GLoBAL TRADE IN 2024 T0 EXPAND BEYOND EXPECTATIONS

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) revealed in its latest assessment that global trade
began 2025 on a stable footing, but challenges are mounting due
to the protectionist sentiment sparked by US President Donald
Trump.

According to UNCTAD, 2024 will witness a record expansion
in global trade, reaching $33 trillion, an increase of 3.7 percent
over 2023, driven by developing economies and strong trade in
services.

The organization's report, which included the latest developments
in global trade through early March, indicated that, looking ahead,
new risks loom, including trade imbalances, evolving policies, and
geopolitical tensions.

Source (Al-Arab Newspaper of London, Edited)
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